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REVIEWS 


Diseases of the Nervous System Resulting from Accident 
and Injury. By Pearce Bailey, A.M., M.D. Pp. 600. New 

York and London: D. Appleton & Co., 1906. 

Several years ago Dr. Bailey published a book called Accident 
and Injury in their Relatione to the Nervous System . In the present 
work he attempts a treatise on all traumatic affections of the nervous 
system. If his views are to be accepted, most diseases of the 
nervous system may be due to trauma. This is an interesting fact 
and the natural query is, Why should not injuries to the chest and 
abdomen cause diseases of the heart, lungs, stomach, liver, and other 
organs? Surely if a nervous disease can be caused by a blow or an 
injury of some kind, should not a similar injury to the body cause 
disease of the internal organs? Possibly the author, when speaking 
of the different diseases, had in mind the literature, and not his 
own views. However that may be, he speaks of progressive mus¬ 
cular atrophy, and he includes in this disease amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis, paralysis agitans, and multiple sclerosis as being due to 
trauma. Most neurologists will not agree with him that amyo¬ 
trophic lateral sclerosis and progressive muscular atrophy are the 
same thing. These diseases are coming to be regarded more as the 
result of a lack of development of the cerebrospinal axis, an abio¬ 
trophy, the symptoms coming on in the early or in the latter part of 
the patient’s life. Trauma may be the exciting cause of the appear¬ 
ance of the symptoms, but hardly the cause of the disease. The 
authors views that both paresis and tabes cannot be produced by 
trauma alone arc sound, and he justly considers injuries only as a 
contributory cause. He favors lumbar puncture as a diagnostic 
measure in intermeningeal hemorrhage. 

When speaking of the diagnosis of head injuries, he states that 
certain conditions of the pupils seem of particularly grave signifi¬ 
cance, and that he has noticed high mortality in cases with per- 
sistent and equally contracted pupils, with immobile pupils, and 
with pupils presenting alternating contraction and dilatation. Again, 
when speaking of compression of the brain, lie states that among 
the early symptoms the pupils are contracted at first, and are 
unequal, the larger pupil generally being on the side of the com¬ 
pression ; later the pupils are dilated and do not respond to light. 
These are the general rules he says, though subject to many excep¬ 
tions. These facts are important. In the perusal of most text¬ 
books, the descriptions of the pupillary phenomena are very vague, 
and practically no two books agree as to what the conditions of the 
pupils are in injuries to the brain and skull. 

The authors views on the causation of insanity as a result of 
injury are sound, and Iris treatment of injuries to the spinal cord is 
excellent. His conviction is against the existence of concussion of 
the spinal cord, but with this opinion some neurologists would be 
inclined to disagree. 
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The second part of the book is concerned with the so-called trau¬ 
matic neuroses; this is the best part of the book. The descriptions 
of traumatic hysteria and neurasthenia are excellent, and his treat¬ 
ment of these subjects is good. In the last part, he takes up the 
medicolegal considerations and malingering. The book on the w'hole 
is excellent, a credit to the author, and should be read by everyone 
interested in this subject. T. H. \Y. 


A Text-book of Pathology. By Alfred Stengel, M.D., Pro¬ 
fessor of Clinical Medicine, University of Pennsylvania; Physician 
to the Pennsylvania, University, and Philadelphia Hospitals. 
Pp. 977; 399 illustrations in the text, many of them in colors, and 
7 full-page chromolithographic plates. Fifth edition. Philadelphia 
and London: W. B. Saunders Co., 1900. 

To all those who are interested in pathology, and indeed in clinical 
medicine as well, this book is very familiar, and since from one 
edition to another the changes have doubtless been followed, it is 
entirely superfluous to comment upon the work in general. The 
fourth edition appeared in 1903. The arrangement of the present 
edition does not differ materially from the last edition, but very 
considerable change has been made in the subject matter. Many 
additions have been made to the part on general pathology, and in 
some chapters, such as the one on animal parasites, the matter has 
been in places recast. New matter has also been added to the chap¬ 
ters on retrogressive processes, inflammation, and regeneration, 
and to that part of Chapter VII which deals with the problems of 
immunity. In Part II, which is devoted to special pathology, changes 
and additions are also noticeable. With these alterations and the 
new illustrations, the book has been enlarged about fifty pages. 
It remains as it always has been, a most useful book. W. T. L. 


Diagnosis of Organic Nervous Diseases. By Christian A. 

Herter, M.D. Revised and enlarged by L. Pierce Clark, 

M.D. New York and London: The Knickerbocker Press, G. P. 

Putnam’s Sons, 1907. 

This little book, of nearly 700 pages, is the revised edition of the 
earlier work of Dr. Herter; Dr. Clark revised the present edition. 
The .scope of the book has been somewhat enlarged and its title 
has been changed to the present one. It is an excellent book for 
the student of medicine. The arrangement of the text is different 



